
CTMB Meeting July 3, 2019  

The Charitable Trust Management Board (CTMB) of the Newfoundland Club of  
America Charitable Trust met via teleconference on July 3, 2019.   Clyde E. 
Dunphy called the meeting to order at 8:35 p.m. CDT. Members present were 
Clyde Dunphy, John Cornell, Mary Lou Cuddy, Denise Hatakeyama, Lori Littleford, 
Chris Plum, Roger Powell, Mary L. Price, and Mary Jane Spackman. 

John moved to approve the minutes of June 4, 2019 as corrected.  Denise 
seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.   

Chairman’s Report:   Under New Business. 

Secretary’s Report:  Mary Jane will be speaking about the Health Challenge at the 
Southeastern Newfoundland Club’s Annual Meeting  in Greenville, South Carolina 
at the end of July.   

Treasurer’s Report:   Mary L. Price reported the Trust's cash balances as of June 
30, 2019:  Newfoundland Health Challenge (NHC): checking account—$13,959.69; 
SAS Research Fundraising- $6,313.00; invested in CDs—$ 20,000.00; Money 
Market Account--$25,439.23; MS Brokerage Account-- $74,596.56 Health 
Challenge total—$ 140,362.37, Rescue Fund checking account—$12,742.74; 
Barrister Fund-$ 1,725.00; Barrister Fund for Seattle NC Rescue area - $10.000.00 
Money Market Account-$30,584.01; MS Brokerage Account- $307,386.62; Rescue 
total—$362,438.37.  Scholarship Checking- $1,843.26 ; MM Account- $10,299.41 ; 
Scholarship Total- $ 12,142.67; Endowment Fund:  Morgan Stanley unrestricted: 
$33,868.63; Education Fund-MM account $4,531.72; Endowment Fund 
Unrestricted - MM Acct.- $1,364.91;  Trust Management Checking - $3,181.96; 
MM Acct.- $1,046.91;  Trust Management Total- $4,228.90.   Total Charitable 
Trust—$ 558.937.57. 

(Newfoundland Health Challenge adjustments; Newfoundland Health Challenge – 
$65,765.81; AKC Canine Health Foundation Donor Advised Fund as of 3/31/2019 
$23,605.41;  $0 reserved for Grants for total NHC balance of $89,371.22). 

 (Scholarship adjustments; Reserve for scholarships - $10,091.90; Funds available - 
$2,050.77) 



A discussion on the monthly donors to the CT and if they received an 
acknowledgement/thank you each month?  Rescue is covered and Tara will   
review the monthly donors to the Health Challenge,  and Clyde will manage the 
Trust monthly donors.  

Mary reported the Purina Parent Club matching donation of $3,284.00 for the 
Health Challenge was received. 

Mary reported the $10,000 contribution from the Seattle NC was received and 
placed in a separate Barrister account for Rescue in the Seattle Newfoundland 
Club Rescue Region. 

Rescue:  All is quiet.   Updates on monitoring international Newf rescues will be 
presented when more information is received.  

Old Business:  Clyde continues to work on the Charity state registration review. 

New Business:    A question was raised on the Education Grant for this year’s 
National.  The H & L clinic ended with a positive balance, according to our policy 
that is returned to the Education Grant Fund.  More research on this is required 
therefore any action was tabled until  the next meeting. 

H&L reported the cost for DNA collection for the National was $440 for the 
samples collected and submitted to OFA. Mary Jane moved to pay the $440 from 
the Health Challenge to OFA.  Denise seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. 

The following is Chris Plum’s report on the Morris Animal Foundation Annual 
Conference which he attended for the CTMB: 

Visit to Morris Animal Foundation June 19-20, 2019 

Day 1: Tour of the College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, Colorado State University. 

The Vet School is in Fort Collins, about an hour north of the MAF in Denver.  On the bus ride I sat with 
Tiffany Grunert who is the CEO of the Morris Animal Foundation.  She previously was CEO of the Denver 
Zoo.  (One thing I learned as a result of this is that Morris’s “wild animal” projects include zoo animals.) 
In addition to learning that Morris has recently added several people (I think I met at least 4 new hires, 
all in marketing and communications positions) I got more general background on the organization. She 
noted that the level of interest and support from the NCA is out of proportion (in a good way) with the 
prevalence of the breed; I suggested that this might allow us (NCA) to be able to “lead by example” as a 



way to encourage increased participation by other breed clubs. Needless to say, that idea was well 
received.  One way to make progress towards this would be to highlight the areas of similarity of all dogs 
based on health, genetics, and diseases.  Morris is already supporting a canine genome project that is 
gathering a lot of data of this type (the “10Kdog project,” see attached paper) but had not thought much 
about it from this angle.  Tiffany also volunteered to come to an NCA annual meeting to present on MAF 
and thank the membership for their support. 

Upon arrival at CSU, I met with Dr. Brian Scansen to discuss potential opportunities to do research on 
SAS. His summary is that there are two current areas of research on SAS:  

1. Genetic – this has been around a long time, but now with gene sequencing being affordable it is 
actually becoming a reality.  Dr Stern is the primary person for this, and Brian said that he has 
identified a second marker recently (Dr. Stern confirmed this the following day.)  

2. Therapeutic – treatment of affected animals with medication and/or surgery. This is Dr. 
Scansen’s area of expertise. The timing of our meeting was fortuitous, as he had prepared a 
study proposal on this topic a few years ago with several other cardiologists that did not get 
funded (one at Cornell and one at Texas A&M, I believe). The revised proposal is in this email 
packet and has all the details; this is my short summary:  
The study would work with a nationwide network of the veterinary cardiologists who screen 
puppies for SAS.  These veterinarians would enroll the individual dogs, set up the initial 
distribution of medication, and perform the clinical tests and observations while the dogs 
remained in their “pet homes.” The study would have several goals: (1) test the effectiveness of 
a beta blocker (atenolol) in dogs with SAS; (2) possibly look at the effectiveness of a variety of 
surgical interventions. In his view, surgery will be most successful when performed on adult 
dogs, so the beta blocker is essential to maintain the dog while it grows whether or not the 
surgical option is chosen.  

He has also done several valve replacements in dogs and feels that this may offer an innovative, 
and improved, way to treat SAS. (The article  https://www.tctmd.com/news/rovers-
regurgitation-veterinarian-cardiologist-teamwork-could-speed-device-innovation-training 
describes one of his valve replacements.) Although dogs with SAS do not have a defective aortic 
valve, the annular ring is so close to the valve that any intervention on the ring (whether with a 
stent or balloon angioplasty) is likely to cause scar tissue to grow that will impair the valve.  His 
thought is that replacing the valve and adjoining artery will also repair the SAS defect.  And 
Newfoundlands are a great candidate dog because they can use human sized valves, which are 
already being manufactured.  He is trying to convince a device maker that this would offer them 
an attractive new market for an existing product. 

Following this conversation, the day included tours of both the Translational Medicine Institute (the 
“TMI,” seriously) (basically doing parallel research on humans and animals for the benefit of both) and 
the Veterinary Teaching Hospital. I’ve attached some photos of the state of the art facilities 
https://www.fm.colostate.edu/node/192 .  Dr. Scansen mentioned that he uses a $3 million cath lab, 
and similar cost figures were tossed out for a variety of other facilities such as high performance MRI’s 
(looking at the effect of cannabidiol on dogs for pain treatment after surgery); arthroscopy labs; and 
surgical suites equipped with multiple cameras and data capture equipment so that surgeries can be 
broadcast to veterinary schools around the world. 



 

Exterior and atrium of the new TMI Building (you can’t see it in the picture, but construction on the 
ground floor was still underway; occupancy began on 12/1/2018, but actual opening event May 9, 2019. 

 

 

Equine surgical theater, includes computer monitors, cameras, lights, microphones, etc. Next door is the 
exam room set up for arthroscopy (black box on the floor) 

 



Classroom with video monitors and 2-way live streaming. Teaching lab with 12 stations for surgical 
training. This example was given of how the teaching lab will be used: 12 students could work on the 
same surgery at the same time (possibly using body parts from cadavers, such as a leg). An experienced 
observer would both give pointers and also record video of each person to show best, and worst, 
practices observed. “learning moments” 

 

 

Presentation/classroom with 360 degree screen and virtual reality set up. 

Conference room for the lunch presentations showing the Golden Retriever Lifetime study that Morris is 
funding.  Wayne Jensen DVM presentation.  He highlighted this provocative finding – obesity, likely a 
consequence of spay/neuter practices, is now a major cause of health problems (joints and metabolic) in 
adult/senior dogs.  Is it really necessary, and if so, does it have to be so early in life?  Can dog owners be 
responsible instead? 

 

Interior corridor of the “old” veterinary teaching hospital building (built around 1980, and now stretched 
to the max). 

 

The attached documents include the full program listing all the lunchtime presentations.  I was 
impressed by a couple, including one on promising developments in treatment of osteosarcoma with 
different drugs (new to use in dogs, but well established in humans) based on genetic sensitivity testing 
to determine optimal drug combinations. Amputation remains the initial standard of care; with 
metastasis to the lungs being the life limiting course of the disease; typical post-surgical survival is less 
than 1 year. In this study 40% of tumors were resistant to both drugs, but of those that were not 18% of 
the dogs survived longer than one year.  

In the afternoon we toured the CSU Veterinary teaching hospital (next door).  Of particular interest was 
their “Gait lab” – a pressure sensitive pad that dogs are walked over and the pressure that is put on 
individual limbs is measured.  This is used both for diagnostic purposes and for studies.  For example, 
they are looking at the impact of TPLO surgery on weight bearing and rate of re-building muscle after 
surgery. 



 

The hospital used to (pre-2008) treat about 16,000 animals a year, mostly with “specialty” referrals. In 
2008 their funding (mostly from the state of Colorado) was cut back severely and to raise money and 
keep the Vet School open they have grown to 42,000 patients/year.  This means they offer much more 
in the way of conventional veterinary services, which has both provided the revenue they needed and 
filled a gap in the educational experience of students.  There are 600 employees, including the students. 

  



Day 2: Meeting of MAF Scientific Advisory Board 

These notes are general because while observers are welcome, they identity and information on specific 
proposals is confidential. These are the members of the SAB (all were present) 

Chair: Jody Gookin DVM, MS, DACVIM (SAIM), North Carolina State University 
Expertise: Gastroenterology and Infectious Disease 

Joshua Stern DVM, PhD, DACVIM (Cardiology) University of California/Davis   
Expertise: Cardiology, Genetics 

Linda Kidd DVM, PhD, DACVIM (SAIM) Western University of Health Sciences 
Expertise: Vector-borne and Immune-mediated Diseases 

Ned Patterson DVM, PhD, DACVIM (SAIM) University of Minnesota  
Expertise: Endocrinology, Medical Neurology and Genetics 

Carlos Souza DVM, MS, DACVIM (Oncology), DACVS University of Florida  
Expertise: Surgical Oncology 

Jan Suchodolski MedVet, DrVetMed, PhD, AGAF, DACVM Texas A&M University 
Expertise: Gastroenterology, Microbiome 

Lauren Trepanier DVM, PhD, DACVIM, DACVCP University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Expertise: Pharmacogenetics and Clinical Pharmacology 

Barbara Davis VMD, PhD, DACVP Innogenics 
Expertise: Pathology, Genomics, Oncology 

Joshua Daniels DVM, PhD, DACVM (Bacteriology/Mycology) Colorado State University 
Expertise: Diagnostic Microbiology 

The SAB had 79 proposals to review; Numbers 1-42 had been evaluated the previous day (when I was on 
the CSU tour), I observed 43 to 76.  There were also 5 student project presentations from 6 to 7:30 PM. 

Some notes on the proposals (I heard discussion, saw the scoring, and got the title, requested amount 
and PI name, but not full copies or even summaries of proposals). 

69 were canine, 10 were feline 

There were a large number of pilot study requests of about $10,000 (supervised research by a student) 
there were 25 of these, and they represented the bulk of the proposals discussed on Day Two. 3 of the 
pilot proposals were breed specific (Boxer, Doberman and Labrador). 

There were 29 “established investigator” proposals (all day 1) from $25,000 to $350,000; most were 
between $100-$150,000.  Only one was breed specific (Dobermans, for which MAF has restricted funds). 

There were 9 “first award” proposals with budgets from $17,000 to $110,000.  None were breed 
specific. 

There were 8 fellowship applications for postdoctoral candidates, all were about $100,000, none were 
breed specific (2 were feline) 

These were the subject areas – numbers approximate: Cancer (26), Infectious Disease (11), 
Cardiovascular (7), Musculoskeletal (6), Neurology (4), Genetics (3), Pharmacology (3), Urinary System 
(3); Behavior (2), Ophthalmology (2), Endocrine/Metabolic (2), General Health (1), Hematology (1), 
Pathology (1), Dermatology (1), Respiratory (1). 



Some interesting proposal topics included the used of cannabidiol for treatment of osteoarthritis; 
evaluating a “fitbark” as a way to monitor dog activity. 

One study design included recruiting and testing dogs at a Doberman specialty; on the one hand, it was 
seen as a good way to reach a large number of dogs, on the other, it was seen as a poor location for use 
of sensitive heart monitoring equipment which requires a very quiet environment and calm dogs. 

Notes on the Dog10K project (full document is attached; Morris is one of the funders of this study; in 
remarks by several people it sounds like they plan to increase their support of this project going forward 
and perhaps “take ownership” of it – this will be interesting to follow): 

It discusses the reasons that multi-breed studies are better than single breed studies – the major 
reason is that lots of false positives that reflect breed specific traits are easily eliminated from 
consideration. For this study they will gather at least 5 DNA samples from each of 300 registered 
breeds, although they may need as few as 3 dogs from each breed to define its genetic 
characteristics; on the other hand, geographic diversity of samples is important. They will also 
sample 100 different groups of mixed breed “street dogs.” 

An interesting aspect of the study is to test the hypothesis that dogs developed simultaneously 
from several different original wolf populations; also the study will look at the strength of the 
relationship between dogs and Yellowstone wolves, coyotes and jackals. 

  

Dr. Scansen will be attending the CTMB meeting on August 7 to discuss his work 
and a potential study on SAS. 
 
Mary Lou Cuddy, NCA liaison, suggested a Liaison report at each CTMB meeting, 
and advised research updates could be published in Newf Tide and e-Notes.  

A gift acceptance policy will be reviewed and a sub-committee formed at the next 
meeting.  

The next meeting of the CTMB will be Wednesday, August 7 at 7:30  CDT. 

Mary Jane moved to adjourn at 9:23 p.m.,  CDT.  Mary seconded.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

 

 

 


